
KEY  TYPOGRAPHIC  TERMS

Serif:  A serif typeface has a stroke attached to the beginning or the end of one of the 
main strokes of each letter.

Sans-serif:  A sans-serif typeface has no slab attached.

This is a serif typeface!

This is a sans-serif typeface!



Monospace:  A monospace font uses the same amount of horizontal width for every 
character, unlike a standard proportional font, which uses a different amount of space for 
each character.  You can specify monospace typefaces with the PRE, CODE, or TT tags.

monospace

proportional



Default leading:  Leading is the measurement of space between lines of type.

regular leading regular leading regular leading 
regular leading regular leading regular leading 
regular leading regular leading regular leading 

Looser leading:  This can be re-created with CSS using the line-height property.

looser leading looser leading looser leading 

looser leading looser leading looser leading
 

looser leading looser leading looser leading 



Spacing:  The amount of space between each letter or a word.  This can be managed with 
CSS.

this text has default word spacing 

this  text  has  word  spacing  of  125% 

Body text:  The body text, or body copy, of a document is the main block of text.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 

nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu 
fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in 

culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est laborum 



Drop cap:  A drop cap is used with all the capital letters to indicate that the first letter of 
a word should appear in a larger size.  This can be created using the FONT SIZE tag or 
with CSS.

HERE IS AN EXAMPLE OF DROP CAPS

Small caps:  This example shows the use of small caps as a form of headline.

HEADLINE IN SMALL CAPS
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna 
aliqua.
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Headline text:  A headline is used to break up information. It can do so by being larger in 
size, a different color, or a different font. It might have an underline, bold, or other visual 
treatments, which will cause it to stand out.

Baseline shift:  Enables you to change the position of a single character up or down.

Kerning:  Enables you to adjust the spacing between individual characters.  This can be 
achieved in CSS using the letter-spacing property.

Leading adjustment:  Enables you to specify a particular leading by using point size 
measurements.  This can be achieved in CSS using the line-height property.

Word spacing:  Enables you to adjust the space between words.  This can be achieved in 
CSS by using the letter-spacing property.

Tracking:  Enables you to adjust the global spacing between letters.



TYPE 101

• http://webtypography.net/

• http://www.alistapart.com/articles/on-web-typography/

• http://rsub.com/typographic/

• http://www.counterspace.us/typography/

• http://ilovetypography.com/
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FONTS FOR THE WEB

There are two distinct ways to publish text 
on the Web:

1.  ASCII text created by coding HTML or 
CSS.

2.  Pictures of text in the form of web 
graphics such as GIF, JPEG, or SWF (Flash).



DEFAULT FONTS FOR MAC & PC



LEGIBILITY ISSUES

Serif ASCII text:  serifs become inefficiently low at 12pt. digitally speaking. 12 pt times new roman

Sans-serif ASCII font on the web:  sans-serif fonts are clearer at these small sizes. 12 pt. verdana

With ASCII text, sans-serif typefaces are much easier to read than serif.  This type could 
be created using the FONT FACE element in HTML or with CSS.



FONTS AS WEB GRAPHICS

When designing headline type or special type elements such as navigation buttons or 
small amounts of body copy, it’s acceptable to use graphic formats (GIF or JPEG) to 
publish images to type. Therefore, it’s possible to use any font you want, because your end 
users don’t have to own or install the typeface to view the content on their computers.

There are thousands of PostScript and TrueType fonts available to personal computer 
users. Here are a couple of sites worth visiting:

• http://www.dafont.com/

• http://www.1001freefonts.com/
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BASIC STYLES OF TYPEFACES



WEBSITE EXAMPLES

• http://tokion.com/

• http://www.deepdisheats.com/

• http://www.matthewcarl.com/

• http://once-upon-a-forest.com/

• http://www.markboulton.co.uk/

• http://www.myspace.com/mia
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